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      On the occasion of  Earth Day 

           the ANVK invites you

                                                        to 

     Women in Jerusalem under Occupation
                                       On Saturday 26the of March 2011

                                            Christus Triumfatorkerk

                                          Juliana van Stolberglaan 154

                                                       The Hague

                                     Tramline 2,6 and also bus 23
                                                      Organized by

                              Arab-Dutch Women Circle (ANVK)

The ANVK is a non-profit organization. It was founded in January 2002 at The Hague at the initiative of  Dr. Tomador Meihuizen-Hassoun. The ANVK is deeply dedicated to the promotion of the position of Arab  women in the Netherlands and in Arab Countries.
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Program

Date:      26 March 2011

Venue:  Christus Triumfatorkerk

              Juliana van Stolberglaan 154

              The Hague

Theme:    Jerusalem and Women under Occupation Program:

15.00                Arrival of the participants  

15.30-15.40      Welcome address by Tomador Meihuizen-

                         Hassoun, President of Arab Dutch Women Circle

                                                 

 15 40 - 16.00  Keynote speech by the Ambassador of Palestine in  Netherlands.

16.35– 16.45   Address by Chairwoman: Ghada Zeidan
                                      

16.45 – 17.10   : Lecture by Prof.Dr.Paul de Waart

                           (Jerusalem in International Law)

17.10 -17.35          Public discussion

17.35 – 17.50          Pause with Arabic snacks
17.50 – 18.15     Lecture by Dr. Maha Najjar

                           (Law and women in Jerusalem) 

18.15 -18.35         Public discussion 

18.35 – 18.45      Conclusion by Dr. Leila Cotran

               

        Please confirm your attendance before 20 of March 2011

Entrance fee: free for members, 10 euro for non members, to be paid through account of ANVK: ABN AMRO Bank The Hague: 518386783 upon which invitation cards will be forwarded.
                        *Members are requested to wear their badge
Introduction

East Jerusalem was occupied and annexed by Israel after the six-day war in 1967. According to international law, East Jerusalem is occupied territory. Land cannot be acquired by means of annexation. Annexation by use of force is contrary to international law. Despite the clarity of international law and the position of the international community on Israel`s illegal occupation of East Jerusalem, the high contracting parties to the Geneva Conventions are conspicuously failing to uphold their obligations under Article 1 of the Fourth Geneva Convention to ensure respect thereof. This failure serves only to encourage Israels illegal practices in East Jerusalem.
Women in Jerusalem now have lived most of their lives under an occupation and have been facing challenges to establish their right.  They are victimized by the political violence, living in perpetual fear for their safety and that of their families, while bearing the additional burdens imposed on them under harrowing conditions, such as the destruction of homes, the razing of agricultural property, the uprooting of trees and rampant unemployment. Additionally, they are victims of heightened violence within their homes. In the absence of a protectable law and of law enforcement institutions, armed groups and traditional and tribal structures have gained greater authority in Palestinian society, strengthening existing gender inequality and pressures on women to conform with certain interpretations of traditional or religious norms in order to preserve the family honour.
Speakers

Dr. Paul J.I.M. de Waart 

Is emeritus professor of international law at the VU University Amsterdam. His publications include Dynamics of Self-Determination in Palestine: Protection of Peoples as a Human Right (1994) and numerous articles on the legal aspects of the Israeli-Palestinian question. After his retirement in 1997 he was involved in the evaluation of human rights projects in several countries, including Israel/Palestine. He was a member the Independent Fact Finding Committee on Gaza to the League of Arab States, established in February 2009 with the task of investigating and reporting on violations of international law during the military Israeli offensive Cast Lead against Gaza from 27 December 2008 to 18 January 2009.
Dr.Maha Najjar

 was born in Nazareth and studied literature and educational sciences in Haifa and later law in Jerusalem. She worked in Jerusalem during the first intifada (1988-1993) with other lawyers defending the rights of Palestinians living under occupation in Israeli courts (military courts, High Court of Justice). After moving to Belgium in 1993. Her main areas of research are women's rights in the Arab world (Family Law, Labour and Social laws), legislative and 

judicial reform in the Arab countries and sub-regional economic cooperation in the Middle East.

Dr. Leila Jordens-Cotran

Is of Palestinian origin and born in Beirut, Lebanon. She is since the seventies a Dutch citizen. Studied philosophy at the French university of Beirut and got her PhD in law at the University of Maastricht (Netherlands). She is specialized in Islamic family law (mainly Moroccan law) and its reception in the Dutch legal order.

Further information can be obtained by e-mail from Tomador Meihuizen - Hassoun e-mail: t.hassoun@casema.nl Information about other ANVK events can be found at: www. ANVK .org
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